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are determined to destroy innocent human
life for no other reason than birthright.

There are some passengers of the unfortu-
nate voyage of the SS St. Louis who are with
us here today. Like most of us Holocaust
survivors, they are in the winter of their
lives. Even so, all of us look toward the fu-
ture, because we believe that, in sharing our
experiences—by bearing witness—there is
hope of protecting other generations who
might be abandoned and forgotten, robbed
and murdered. The telling and retelling of
the stories of the Holocaust with their pro-
found lessons for humanity must become a
mission for all humankind. In this way, fu-
ture generations—particularly future gen-
erations of Americans—can Remember and
use the power of this knowledge to protect
people everywhere.

In these great halls of Congress, we see
symbols of the ideals that this country rep-
resents. It was the collective rejection of
these ideals by many nations that made the
Holocaust possible. Today, let us promise to
keep an ever-watchful eye for those who
would deny and defy the principles of liberty,
equality and justice and for those who would
defy the rules of honorable and peaceful con-
duct between peoples and nations. Together,
let us Remember. Thank you.

f
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Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Katherine Philp from Woodland Hills
School District. Katherine is the top winner of
the 1999 18th Congressional District High
School Art Competition, An Artistic Discovery.

Katherine’s colored pencil still life entitled
‘‘Tissue and Fruit’’ was chosen from an out-
standing collection of entries. Katherine is a
young woman of considerable talent and is
sure to have many successes in her future.

I look forward to seeing Katherine’s artwork
displayed along with the artwork of the other
competition winners from across the country. I
am pleased to be associated with Katherine’s
artistic talents.

Congratulations Katherine. I wish you all the
best of luck in the future.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a great
American leader, the Reverend Jesse Jack-
son, Sr. He is one of our true leaders in civil
rights and the protection of freedom for those
around the world. Having already proven his
leadership during the Civil Rights movement,
Reverend Jackson has been instrumental in
gaining the release of prisoners in several in-
stances. Most recently, he secured the release

of three U.S. servicemen, including S. Sgt.
Steven Gonzales from my home state of
Texas, captured in Macedonia and held cap-
tive in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. On April 29,
1999, Reverend Jackson led a delegation of
religious and civic leaders to Yugoslavia to
achieve this successful mission.

This is only one of many delegations Rev-
erend Jackson has led to free prisoners from
Iraq, Syria and Cuba over the past two dec-
ades. These missions have enhanced his rep-
utation as a leader in humanitarian and civil
rights efforts around the globe. Reverend
Jackson’s diplomacy and skill in negotiation
serve as a model to all. I stand today to pay
tribute to his accomplishments.
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Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, like resi-
dents all across my home state of Arkansas,
I am deeply saddened by the recent loss of
Brandon Burlsworth—a star football player for
the Arkansas Razorbacks and a recent draft
pick of the Indianapolis Colts. He was a role
model for our state’s youth, but he was also
a role model for Arkansans of all ages.

Brandon was an inspiration in more than his
athletic prowess. His achievements on the
football field were great—but they were
dwarfed by his achievements of personal char-
acter. His short life will long stand in Arkansas
legend as a shining example of dedication,
perseverance, commitment, faith and strength.

Consider the path that took Brandon to the
NFL. In high school, he was not the biggest or
the fastest guy on the team. But even then, he
stood out because of his commitment. When
he graduated from high school, he had offers
for scholarships to some good schools, but
they were smaller schools and, unfortunately,
none of them were the University of Arkansas.
Brandon was set on being a Razorback, and
he would settle for nothing less.

Rather than give up his dream, Brandon
traveled to Fayetteville and pursued his dream
without a net, walking on to the Razorback
field without any guarantees, without any
scholarship. As his teammates and coaches
can attest, he worked as hard as—if not hard-
er—than anyone else on the team. He arrived
in the weight room early and stayed late—al-
ways striving, always working, always focused.
And that work paid off.

Through such commitment, Brandon not
only secured himself a spot on the team; by
the time he graduated from the university, he
was named an All-American. His teammates
so respected Brandon, they elected him team
captain. And from this hard road, Brandon
reached the very top, having been recently
drafted by the Colts to play as a professional.
And we all know that he would have suc-
ceeded here, as he had done throughout his
life.

But it is important to point out that football
did not dominate Brandon’s life, that his
achievements went much further than that. He
was the first player in Razorback history to get
an advanced degree before playing his last
game—having applied the same dedication

and commitment from the football field to the
classroom. And Brandon’s commitment to his
family and his faith are equally well known.

So when we honor Brandon Burlsworth, let
us honor the full man, the full inspiration that
he was to our state. While we applaud his
commitment to football, we applaud even
more his commitment to life. A native son that
will be missed, but a role model that will live
on in Arkansas memory.
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in recognition of a very special member of the
staff of the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, Joan Hertzenson Botuck, and to
express on behalf of the Committee, our grati-
tude to Joan for her hard work, great friend-
ship and dedication to preserving an exact his-
torical record of the Committee’s activities.
Joan’s attention to detail has been a God-
send to the Committee for many years.

A Michigan native, Joan earned her Bach-
elor of Arts Degree in Speech and English
from Wayne University in Detroit, her Masters
in Education from the University of Virginia,
and a Masters in Library Science from Catho-
lic University. Before joining the Committee
staff in 1979, she worked for a time teaching
at Central High School in Detroit, and coun-
seling at the Psychological Testing Center in
Virginia and at the office of Washington Op-
portunities for Women in D.C. And of utmost
importance during these years, Joan and her
husband, Henry, raised three lovely daughters:
Ruth, Debra and Linda, and are now proud
grandparents six times over.

Joan has served on the committee—and its
predecessor, the Committee on Public Works
and Transportation—for more than 20 years.
When the Committee consolidated and com-
puterized our editing and legislative calendar
operations, Joan was appointed to oversee
that office and did an excellent job. As the
committee’s editor, she published a daily sum-
mary of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, periodic
legislative status reports, and an annual publi-
cation of the Committee Legislative Calendar.
She is also very skilled in retrieving computer-
ized legislative information which was an out-
standing research aid to me and the com-
mittee staff in carrying our own legislative re-
sponsibilities. Joan has always been a re-
spected professional working in a completely
bipartisan manner—having served under for
both Democratic and Republican chairmen
with unwavering commitment and dedication.

The entire experience of being a Member of
Congress and a part of ‘‘the Hill’’ community,
has been enhanced for me in large part due
to the quality of staff such as Joan Botuck.

Many of you in the Rayburn Building may
recognize Joan as an exercise enthusiast.
Each lunch hour she dons her sweats and
tennis shoes and walks the Rayburn cor-
ridors—at a very fast pace, I have observed—
and weather permitting, occasionally ventures
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